
 



Jesus prayed 2,000 years ago that all 
his followers would be one. Whatever 
our differences, we are united in him. 
Let us worship God together. 

Worship On Line - Today’s 10:30 a.m. 
worship service is being streamed live on 
our Facebook, https://www.facebook.com/
fpcpburg/. Or, watch later by clicking the 
link on the Worship page of the church 
website, https://www.fpcpburgwv.org/.  If 
you would like a CD recording of the 
service mailed to you, please contact the 
office at 304-422-5426, or send an e-mail  
to office@fpcpburgwv.org . 

Giving On Line - To continue to provide  
financial support, you may do so on line 
by scrolling down on the home page of 
our website to the button labeled “Online 
Giving.” Also, you may still mail your 
contributions to the church. If you need 
additional pledge envelopes, simply 
contact the church office. 

Printed copies of this bulletin are also 
available upon request by contacting the 
church office. 

Returning to Worship - The Session has 
finished its plan to reopen the church, in 
four phases, beginning with Sunday 
worship at 10:30 a.m. on June 7. 
Letters have been mailed outlining the 
guidelines. If you do not receive yours 
soon, please contact the office for a copy. 

Sympathy - Our sincere condolences are 
offered to Gladys Watson upon the death 
of her sister, Imogene “Tubby” Watson, 
who passed away last week. 

 

Lord, let me not in service lag,  

Let me be worthy of our flag.  

Let me remember, when I'm tried,  

The sons heroic who have died  

In freedom's name, and in my way  

Teach me to be as brave as they.  

In all I am, in all I do,  

Unto our flag I would be true;  

For God and country let me stand.  

Unstained of soul and clean of hand,  

Teach me to serve and guard and love  

The Starry Flag which flies above.  

                      -Edgar A. Guest  
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Sharing the Life of the Church 

STATS AT-A-GLANCE 

   April        YTD 

Income  

Expenses 

Diff. (+/-) 

$26,860.99 

$14,562.08 

   $12,298.91 

$92,716.60 

$64,172.66 

$28,543.94 

 Avg. Attendance:   April        YTD 

   8:30       NA 

10:30       NA 

14 

59 
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SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

Seventh Sunday of Easter / Ascension Day 

May 24, 2020  10:30 a.m. 
 

Prelude Morning Has Broken arr. Joel Raney 

Amy Sinclair, Lindsey Vassar - piano duet 

Sharing the Life of the Church 

Call to Worship  

Risen with Christ, let us seek the realities of the Spirit. 
Our life is hidden with Christ in God. 

He who descended is also ascended far above the heavens, 
that he might fill all things. 

When Christ, our Life, appears,  

we shall appear with him in glory! Alleluia!  

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, your blessed Son, our Savior Jesus Christ,  

ascended far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.  
Mercifully give us faith to understand that, according to his promise,  

he abides with his Church on earth, even to the end of the world,  

through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord.   Amen. 

Confession and Pardon  

Call to Confession 

Prayer of Confession  
Holy God, holy and mighty,  

we confess the smallness of our vision.  

You, Lord, are making all things new  
and preparing a new heaven and a new earth,  

while we behave as if the church is all you care about.  
You are at work in every place of human suffering and need,  

while we fret and dwell in our fears  

about the present and the future.  
Help us to see where you are working,  

among first responders, in hospitals, in grocery stores,  
and every place during these uncertain days.  

Heal us, and help us, Lord, to see that you are already working  

where we are, right now.  



Heal us and help us to be disciples, and in fearful times  

to trust that you are still in charge.  
Help us to live with the sure and certain knowledge  

that you are with us, loving us still.  

(Moments of silent confession) 

Assurance of Pardon 

Prayer for Illumination 
Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit,  

that as the Scriptures are read, and your Word proclaimed,  
we may hear with joy what you say to us today.  Amen. 

Lesson from the Scriptures Acts 1:1-11 

Sermon “Three Promises” the Rev. Patricia Jarvis 

Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts,  
as we forgive our debtors;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Benediction and Sending Forth 

Postlude I’ll Fly Away arr. Mark Hayes 

 



Prayer List – Remember the following in your prayers: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lectionary Texts for next week – May 31 
Day of Pentecost 

Acts 2:1-21 
1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 

John 20:19-23 
Psalm 104:24-34 

Debra Burns 
Amy Sinclair 
Stacey Wright 
Susan Williams 
Gladys Watson 
Harriet Litteral 
Wagner family 
Sarah Townsend  
Baby August 
Terry Dooley 
Mona Coe Kerns 
Nancy Pillichody 
Doris Thornburg 
Sharon O’Dell 
Beth Ferguson 
Patricia Shutler 

Gladys Watson & Family 
Dave Crawford 
The Miller Family 
Ashlee Jackson, Baby 
 Charlie, Gunnar, Max 
Dawn Hapney Jenkins 
Charlotte Johnson 
Mary Ann Danser 
Dr. Regina Wynne 
Beth Rhodes Wilcox 
Abby Kern Hilerman 
Jim & Liz Sterrick 
Mark & Jan Harris 
Raymond Bradley, Jr. 
Homebound Members 
Troops – World Peace  

John B. White  
Pat Douglass 
Jody Kanalz 
Billy O’Dell 
Paul Conner 
Susie Casto 
Kate Winter 
Leon Knopp 
Mika Martin 
Ben Johnson 
April Tibbs 
Sue Kirby 
Ann O’Dell 
Harry Ayre 
Rion Foster 
James Kuhn  

The Covenant of Prayer 

Colonial House 
Vernelle Mercer   

Wyngate Senior Living 
Sylvia Garland 
Gladys Watson 

 



 

The Ascension of Christ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A pastor nearing retirement realized that he had probably preached 5,000 times 
or more, but had only preached once on the Ascension of Christ. He began to re-
gret that he hadn't helped his listeners understand the significance of the Ascen-
sion more often.  

After all, he contemplated, not only is the story told in detail in the first chapter of 
Acts, but it's referred to in the Gospels of Mark and Luke, as well as in the First 
Epistle of Peter. Furthermore, it's in the Apostles' Creed: "He ascended into heav-
en and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty ...."  

The pastor began to prepare a sermon focusing on the Ascension. He started with 
the story of Jesus' being lifted up and disappearing into heaven. Jesus' friends 
who witnessed the event were left standing, opened-mouthed, looking skyward. 
St. Luke, who wrote the most about this story, tells of two men in white robes 
who appeared and said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward 
heaven?" (Acts 1:11 NRSV).  

To the pastor it seemed as though the messengers of heaven were saying, "Christ 
has risen from the dead. Christ has ascended into heaven. Stop gawking and go 
tell this glorious good news to everyone!"  

That is an order the Church needs to remember always.  

May 24, 2020 


