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Jesus promised Martha and us: “I am 
the resurrection and the life: He that 
believeth in me, though he were dead, 
yet shall he live:” (John 11:25, KJV). 
Let us worship our Savior. 

Our 10:30 a.m. worship service is being 
streamed live each Sunday morning on 
the church’s Facebook page, https://
www.facebook.com/fpcpburg/. You may 
also watch a recording of the service later 
in the day on the church’s website, https://
www.fpcpburgwv.org/.  If you would like a 
CD recording of the service, you may call 
the office at 304-422-5426, or e-mail 
office@fpcpburgwv.org to request a copy. 

Also, there is a special link on our website 
where you can fulfill your pledge and 
provide your financial support. If you have 
questions about the process please contact 
Chris Alfred, finance@fpcpburgwv.org. 
You may also mail your contributions to 
First Presbyterian Church, 1341 Juliana 
Street, Parkersburg, WV 26101. 

Printed copies of this bulletin are available 
upon request by calling 304-422-5426, or 
by an e-mail to office@fpcpburgwv.org. 
The church secretary will be in the office 
Tuesday through Thursday. If you do not 
get an answer, please leave a voice 
message and she will get back to you. 

The Deacons want to ensure that our 
homebound members and friends have 
what they need during this difficult time. If 

you or a member of our congregation are 
homebound and need help with acquiring 
groceries and/or medications, please call 
Yvonne White, 304-422-1104, or Tiffany 
Gibson, 304-488-4088.  

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 
The 16th-century theologian Martin 
Luther had this to say during the 
bubonic plague, offering his thoughts in 
a letter titled "Whether One May Flee 
From a Deadly Plague" on how best to 
practically and spiritually overcome: 

"Very well, by God's decree, the enemy 
has sent us poison and deadly offal. 
Therefore, I shall ask God mercifully to 
protect us. Then I shall fumigate, help 
purify the air, administer medicine, and 
take it. I shall avoid places and persons 
where my presence is not needed in 
order not to become contaminated and 
thus perchance infect and pollute 
others, and so cause their death as a 
result of my negligence. If God should 
wish to take me, he will surely find me 
and I have done what he has expected 
of me and so I am not responsible for 
either my own death or the death of 
others. If my neighbor needs me, 
however, I shall not avoid place or 
person, but will go freely."  
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SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 

March 29, 2020   10:30 a.m. 
 

Sharing the Life of the Church 

Call to Worship  from Psalm 130 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord. 

Lord, hear my voice.   

Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications! 
I wait for the Lord;  

my soul waits, and in his word I hope;  
my soul waits for the Lord  more than those  

who watch for the morning… 

O Israel, hope in the Lord!  
For with the Lord there is steadfast love,  

and with him is great power to redeem. 
It is he who will redeem Israel from all its iniquities. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray together for the Church and for the world. 
O God, you divided the waters of chaos at creation.   

In Christ you stilled storms, raised the dead,  
and vanquished demonic powers.   

Tame the forces that defy control or shock us by their fury,  
especially the present health crisis  

with the frightening and invisible virus.  

Keep us from calling disaster your justice.  
Help us, in good times and in distress, to trust your mercy  

and yield to your power, this day and forever. 
Lord Jesus Christ, you are the way of peace.  

Come into the brokenness of our fearful world  

with your healing peace.  
Fill us with your perfect love which casts out fear,  

and bind us in that unity which you share  
with the Father and the Holy Spirit.    Amen.  

Confession and Pardon 

 



Call to Confession 

Prayer of Confession 
Jesus calls us, as his disciples, to stand before God and acknowledge our sin.   
Let us do so in the assurance of God’s forgiving love. 

All merciful, tender God, you have given birth to your world,  
conceiving and bearing all that lives and breathes.  

We come to you as your daughters and sons,  
aware of our lack of faith, of our aggression and anger,  

our selfishness and drive to manipulate others.   

We ask you to forgive us. By the gentle touch of your Spirit,  
help us to find a renewed compassion,  

and a restored faith in your presence by our side  
in all situations. 

Moments of silent individual confession 

Assurance of Pardon 
Dearly beloved, you are the precious children of the One who has made you 

and loves you more than you can imagine.  
There is nothing that can ever separate you from that love. 
Know that you are forgiven and be at peace.  

Thanks be to God! 

Prayer for Illumination 
Eternal God, by your Word and Spirit, you have given us a new commandment:  

to love and serve one another in Jesus’ name.   
Let the good news of your liberating love be sealed in our hearts,  

and shown in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

Lesson from the Scriptures John 14:1-14  

Sermon “Remedy for a Troubled Heart” the Rev. Patricia Jarvis 

Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Benediction and Sending Forth 



Prayer List – Remember the following in your prayers: 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lectionary Texts for next week – April 5 
Palm/Passion Sunday  

Isaiah 50:4-9a 
Philippians 2:5-11 
Matthew 21:1-11 

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 

Dave Crawford 
Stacey Wright 
Susan Williams 
Gladys Watson 
Harriet Litteral 
Wagner family 
Sarah Townsend  
Baby August 
Terry Dooley 
Mona Coe Kerns 
Cathy Malorzo 
Doris Thornburg 
Sharon O’Dell 
Beth Ferguson 
Patricia Shutler 
John B. White  

COVID-19 Pandemic 
The Miller Family 
Ashlee Jackson, Baby 
 Charlie, Gunnar, Max 
Dawn Hapney Jenkins 
Charlotte Johnson 
Mary Ann Danser 
Dr. Regina Wynne 
Beth Rhodes Wilcox 
Abby Kern Hilerman 
Nancy Pillichody 
Rev. Jim Robinson 
Jim & Liz Sterrick 
Mark & Jan Harris 
Raymond Bradley, Jr. 
Homebound Members 
Troops – World Peace  

Amy Sinclair 
Pat Douglass 
Jody Kanalz 
Billy O’Dell 
Paul Conner 
Susie Casto 
Kate Winter 
Leon Knopp 
Mika Martin 
Ben Johnson 
April Tibbs 
Sue Kirby 
Ann O’Dell 
Harry Ayre 
Rion Foster 
James Kuhn  

The Covenant of Prayer 

Colonial House 
Vernelle Mercer  

Wyngate Senior Living 
Sylvia Garland 


