
Sunday, January 17, 2021 ~ 10:30 a.m. 



Welcome as we thank and worship 
God for his wonderful works and 
listen for his word to us today.  

Ways to Worship with Us - Though we 
are currently unable to gather for in-
person worship, we hope you will join us 
in one of the following ways: 

 10:30 a.m. Sundays, on Facebook, 

https://www.facebook.com/fpcpburg/  

 Later, on our website’s Worship tab 

https://www.fpcpburgwv.org  

 Tune in to 1710 AM on your radio dial 

as you listen from the safety of your 
vehicle in the church parking lot, 
10:30 a.m. each Sunday 

 CD recordings of the service and a 

copy of the bulletin can be mailed to 
you upon request - just contact the 
office at 304-422-5426 or send an 
email to office@fpcpburgwv.org and 
request yours. 

2021 Per Capita - The PC(USA) per 
capita rate for 2021 has been increased 
to $30.05 per active member. If you would 
like to help defray the church’s cost for 
this amount, please make your checks 
payable to the church, with the notation 
“per capita.” 

 

Just the Beginning 

As John the Baptist prepared the way for 
Jesus, he baptized people and urged them to 
turn their lives around and live for God. As 
powerful as this ritual was, John was clear 
that Jesus’ baptism would be more so: “I 
baptize you with water, but he will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit” (Mark 1:8, NIV).  

The story is told of a gruff old man who’d 
resisted baptism all his life. Finally, he told his 
pastor he was ready to be baptized, according 
to the church’s custom, that Christmas. After 
breaking the ice off the surface of the local 
pond, the minister plunged the man, face first, 
into the frigid water three times “in the name 
of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.”  

As the man emerged the third time, he 
exclaimed, “Thank God that’s over!”  

“Oh, no,” replied the pastor. “Baptism is just 
the beginning.” 
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Sharing the Life of the Church 

STATS AT-A-GLANCE 

 December        YTD 

Income  

Expenses 

Diff. (+/-) 

$33,334.26 

$19,886.29 

   $13,447.97 

$246,796.79 

$193,968.78 

$  52,828.01 

 Avg. Attendance:    Dec.        YTD 

   8:30      NA 

10:30      NA 

12 

39 

https://www.facebook.com/fpcpburg/
https://www.fpcpburgwv.org/
mailto:office@fpcpburgwv.org
mailto:office@fpcparkersburg.org
http://www.fpcparkersburg.org


SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

Baptism of the Lord 

January 17, 2021 10:30 a.m. 

Gathering 
 

Preparation for Worship 

Sharing the Life of the Church 

Prelude Shall We Gather at the River J.S. Bach / arr. Anna Page 

with Prelude in C Major 

Call to Worship (John 1; Ephesians 2:17-18) 

And the Word became flesh, and lived among us,  
and we have seen his glory, 

The glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off,  
and peace to those who were near, for through him  
all of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. 

Prayer of the Day  

Living God, when the Spirit descended on Jesus  

at his baptism in Jordan’s water,  
you revealed him as your own beloved Son.  

You anointed him with the Holy Spirit.  
Grant that all who are baptized in his name  

may keep the covenant they have made,  

and boldly confess Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior,  
now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Growing 
 

Special Music Down to the River to Pray arr. Sheldon Curry  
Debbie Jett, Amy Sinclair - vocal duet 

Prayer for Illumination 

Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit,  
that as the Scriptures are read, and your Word proclaimed,  

we may hear what you say to us today. 



Lesson from the Gospels Matthew 3:13-17 

The Sermon “In Over My Head” The Rev. Dr. Patricia Jarvis 

Caring 

Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts,  

as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

Going 
 

Benediction and Blessing 

Postlude Shall We Gather at the River? arr. Joel Raney 

 

 



Prayer List – Remember the following in your prayers: 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Lectionary Texts for next week – January 24 
Third Sunday after Epiphany 

Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
1 Corinthians 7:29-31 

Mark 1:14-20 
Psalm 62:5-12 

Ron Vaughan 
Janet Sinclair 
Jaime Parsons 
The Key Family 
Dave Crawford 
Allen Rodger 
Stacey Wright 
Susan Williams 
Harriet Litteral 
Pat Douglass 
John B. White  
Wagner family 
Sharon O’Dell 
Beth Ferguson 
Patricia Shutler 

The Valentine Family 
The May Family 
Brenda T. Christian 
Charlotte Johnson 
Mary Ann Danser 
Nancy Pillichody 
Abby K. Hilerman 
Jim & Liz Sterrick 
Sarah Townsend  
Doris Thornburg 
Mona Coe Kerns 
Raymond Bradley, Jr. 
Homebound Members 
Troops – World Peace  
Revival in our nation  

Frieda Owen 
Jay Arnold 
Bill Niday 
Doug Baty 
Dave Bell 
Debra Burns 
Billy O’Dell 
Paul Conner 
Susie Casto 
Kate Winter 
Leon Knopp 
Terry Dooley 
Ann O’Dell 
Harry Ayre 
Rion Foster 

The Covenant of Prayer 

Eldercare of Ripley 

Jody Kanalz 

Wyngate Senior Living 

Gladys Watson  



January 17, 2021 

The Living Word 

Many know of teacher Annie Sullivan helping young Helen Keller 
break through barriers of blindness and deafness to discover 
language: how Sullivan placed one of Helen’s hands under running 
water, spelling water in sign language over and over into the other. In 

Keller’s words: “Suddenly I felt a misty consciousness 
as of something forgotten — a thrill of returning 
thought; and somehow the mystery of language was 
revealed to me. I knew that w-a-t-e-r meant the 
wonderful cool something that was flowing over my 
hand. That living word awakened my soul, gave it light, 
hope, joy, set it free.”  

God’s living Word, working through the waters of baptism, also 
awakens us — to a life of faith anchored in God’s unconditional love. 
Baptism revives in us a “misty consciousness” that we are safe in God 
and reveals “the mystery of language” that is prayer. In baptism, as 
water washes over our bodies, the living Word gives us light, hope, joy 
and true freedom. 

 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Water flows through the Scriptures: the flood, the Red 
Sea crossing, water springing from a rock to nourish 
Israelites in the wilderness, the healing of Naaman's 
leprosy when he washed in the Jordan River, John's 
baptism of Jesus and, chiefly, our baptism into Christ. 
The water of baptism symbolizes cleansing from sin, the 
quenching of our spiritual thirst and God raising us from death 
(drowning in sin) to life everlasting. Just as we can't live without 
physical water, neither can we truly live without the living water 
that Jesus gives (see John 4:13-14).  

 


