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“The message about the cross is 
foolishness to those who are 
perishing,” writes Paul, “but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of 
God” (1 Corinthians 1:18, NRSV). This 
is why we’re here! 

Worship On Line - Live streaming of our 
10:30 a.m. worship service may be 
viewed in real time each Sunday on 
Facebook, https://www.facebook.com/
fpcpburg/ or viewed later from the church 
website Worship page, https://
www.fpcpburgwv.org/. CD recordings of the 
service and/or copies of bulletins can be 
mailed to you upon request - just contact 
the church office at 304-422-5426 or 
office@fpcpburgwv.org to request yours. 

Wonderful Wednesdays Online  

Children are invited to join us on 
Facebook each Wednesday at 10:30 a.m. 
as Rev. Patricia reads children’s books for 
them. Of course, adults may listen, too. If 
you would like to read children’s books for 
this ministry, contact Kelly Beckett, at 304
-991-3613 or kellylbeckett@gmail.com to 
schedule a time to be video taped.  

Veterans Day Commemoration - Please 
be sure to submit the names of all 
veterans that you would like to honor or 
memorialize on November 8 during our 
special Veterans Day worship service. 
Forms are available outside the 
Sanctuary and were included in the 
September newsletter. The deadline for 
submissions is Monday, October 26. 

Stewardship 2021 - Next Sunday, 
September 27, is the kickoff for our 2021 

Stewardship campaign: “faithful, hopeful, 

loving.” You will soon receive a letter and 

pledge card in the mail, and we hope that 
you will be praying about what God wants 
you to give to His church and the ministry 
and mission of First Presbyterian. 

Congregational Meeting - There will be 
a congregational meeting on Sunday, 
October 11, immediately following the 
10:30 worship service, in the Sanctuary. 
The purpose of the meeting will be to 
elect officers for the class of 2023 and to 
amend the Manual of Operations 
regarding the minimum number of elders 
required to serve on Session. We ask that 
all members be present if possible. 

If you have not done so already, it is 
important that you register for 

FLOCKNOTE, the new method we are 

using to communicate quickly with the 
entire congregation at once (refer to 
recent newsletters). Registration forms 
are available outside the Sanctuary and in 
recent newsletters - just fill out and return  
to the office. You may also sign up with 
your mobile phone, or use the link on the 
home page of our website. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

09.20.20 

Sharing the Life of the Church 

STATS AT-A-GLANCE 

   Aug.        YTD 

Income  

Expenses 

Diff. (+/-) 

$15,952.00 

$15,997.33 

   ($      45.33) 

$158,300.84 

$121,545.48 

$  36,755.36 

 Avg. Attendance:   Aug.         YTD 

   8:30       12 

10:30       25 

12 

47 
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SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

September 20, 2020   10:30 a.m. 

Gathering 
 

Prelude Praise to the Lord, the Almighty arr. Joel Raney 

Sharing the Life of the Church 

*Call to Worship   

Let us rejoice, for morning has dawned.  
A new day has been born, and we are newly alive to enjoy it. 

We know the beauty of God’s creation  
and the wonder of the human family.  

We remember those whose love has shaped our lives  
and those whose struggle for justice has been unsleeping  
even in night times of loneliness. 

We gather to worship God, to share prayers and gifts,  
to pledge ourselves to God’s work in the world.  

May God bless us, so that what we do in this time together  
may be honest, sacred, and filled with hope. 

*Prayer of the Day   

O God, our joy and our comfort, we gather in your name  
to give thanks for all the gifts of this day.  

Our spirits abound with your gift of joy.  
Of all the many things we have received from your hand,  

the flame of joy is among the most precious.  
We have come to this hour of worship  

bearing in our hearts the sorrows of our world.  
Comfort us with your presence that we may be strengthened  

to continue to proclaim your goodness and deliverance  
in all the earth, through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

*Hymn How Great Thou Art O Store Gud 

O Lord, my God, when I in awesome wonder  
Consider all the worlds Thy hands have made, 

I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,  
Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed. 

Refrain:  Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee. 
How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 

(repeat) 

 



When through the woods and forest glades I wander  
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees, 

When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur,  
And hear the brook and feel the gently breeze. 

Refrain:  Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee. 
How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 

(repeat) 

Confession and Pardon 

Call to Confession 
If we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,  

will forgive our sins, and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

Let us draw near to God as we seek forgiveness. 

Prayer of Confession 
In your holy presence, O God, we mourn our divisions,  

acknowledge our fearfulness, and admit our shameful silence  

in the face of injustice.  
God, who in Christ reconciled all flesh  

and dismantled the divisions of race, class, and creed,  
forgive the smallness of our vision and our lack of concern.  

Spoil any pleasure we enjoy at the expense of another.  

Awaken within us the still small voice of Christian conscience  
calling us to repentance and igniting  

our commitment to reconciliation.  
Hear now our silent prayers as we come before you.  

Cleanse and forgive us in this holy moment,  

that we may serve you as those who are forgiven and renewed. 

(A brief time of individual silent confession)  

Words of Assurance of Pardon 

In the name of Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

*Ritual of Friendship 
May the grace of the risen Lord be with you all. 

And also with you. 

(Please stay at your seat and greet one another with a wave or other sign of friendship.) 

Special Music God Who Hears Berry / Ijames 

Dr. Douglas Anderson - soloist 

2. 



Growing 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit,  

that as the Scriptures are read, and your Word proclaimed,  
we may hear what you say to us today. 

Scripture Lesson Matthew 14:22-33 
The Word of the Lord. 

Praise be to God! 

Sermon “We Are All in the Same Boat” The Rev. Dr. Patricia Jarvis 

 

Caring 
 

*The Prayer for the Offering   
O God, we bring to you this day only that  

which you have first graciously entrusted to us.  

We dedicate our offerings for the ministries of hope and justice  

in this, your broken world.   
May your will be done in all things.  Amen. 

*We Affirm Our Faith  The Apostles’ Creed (Traditional) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,  

and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;  

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 
he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead;  

he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God  
the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge  

the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion 
of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body;  

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts,  

as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Going 
 

*Benediction and Sending Forth 

Postlude O Thou, in Whose Presence 

 My Soul Takes Delight Gilbert Martin 

(Remember to be seated for the postlude, and be dismissed by the ushers row by 
row, starting from the back of the sanctuary. Wear your mask until you reach your 
vehicle. Don’t linger in the narthex, but leave the building onto the parking area.) 

 
 
 

 

 

The flowers for today’s worship were presented by 

Carolyn Rings and family 

in loving memory of  

Dwayne D. Rings. 
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Prayer List – Remember the following in your prayers: 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lectionary Texts for next week – September 27 
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Exodus 17:1-7 
Philippians 2:1-13 
Matthew 21:23-32 

Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 

Yvonne White 
Allen Rodger 
Amy Sinclair 
Stacey Wright 
Susan Williams 
Harriet Litteral 
Mona Coe Kerns 
John B. White  
Wagner family 
Terry Dooley 
Elsie Coleman 
Doris Thornburg 
Sharon O’Dell 
Beth Ferguson 
Patricia Shutler  

Owen Valentine & Family 
Charlotte Johnson 
Adrianne Nelson 
Mary Ann Danser 
Dr. Regina Wynne 
Nancy Pillichody 
Sarah Townsend  
Beth Rhodes Wilcox 
Abby Kern Hilerman 
Jim & Liz Sterrick 
Mark & Jan Harris 
Raymond Bradley, Jr. 
Homebound Members 
Troops – World Peace  
Revival in our nation 

Dave Bell 
Debra Burns 
Pat Douglass 
Jody Kanalz 
Billy O’Dell 
Paul Conner 
Susie Casto 
Kate Winter 
Leon Knopp 
Ben Johnson 
April Tibbs 
Ann O’Dell 
Harry Ayre 
Rion Foster 
James Kuhn  

The Covenant of Prayer 

Wyngate Senior Living 
Gladys Watson 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The portion of the church building where the 

congregation sits is called the nave or boat. It reflects the 

understanding that the church is the ark of salvation, 

offering life in Jesus Christ to all who will receive it. Often 

in stained-glass windows one can find a picture of a boat, 

sometimes with a cross as the mast to symbolize the 

church. As you sit in worship on Sunday look around you. 

We’re all in the same boat! 

September 20, 2020 - 10:30 a.m. 


