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The psalmist declares that “the Lord 
takes pleasure in his people” (Psalm 
149:4, ESV). As we gather before the 
God who delights in us, may we also 
delight in God. Welcome. 

Worship On Line - Live streaming of our 
10:30 a.m. worship service may be 
viewed in real time each Sunday on 
Facebook, https://www.facebook.com/
fpcpburg/ or viewed later from the church 
website Worship page, https://
www.fpcpburgwv.org/. CD recordings of the 
service and/or copies of bulletins can be 
mailed to you upon request - just contact 
the church office at 304-422-5426 or 
office@fpcpburgwv.org to request yours. 

Wonderful Wednesdays Online  

Children are invited to join us on 
Facebook each Wednesday at 10:30 a.m. 
as Rev. Patricia reads children’s books for 
them. Of course, adults may listen, too. 

Sign Up for FLOCKNOTE, our new 

method of communicating quickly with the 
entire congregation (refer to recent 
newsletters). Registration forms are 
available at the Sanctuary entrance and in 
the September newsletter - just fill out and 
return to the office to have us register for 
you. Or sign up on the home page of our 
website by clicking on the link. 

Sympathy - Sincere condolences, love 
and prayers go to the family and friends of 
Sylvia K. Garland, who passed away on 
August 29. Sylvia was active in many 
areas of church ministry until her health 
prohibited her in early 2019. We will miss 
her exuberant personality. 

 

Out of Mind 

“When my wife and I argue, she always 
gets historical,” a man said. “Don't you 
mean hysterical?” his friend asked. “No, I 
mean historical,” the man replied. “She’s 
always bringing up the past!”  

Forgiveness is tough when you can’t 
stop dwelling on wrongs and slights. If 
you have that problem, consider the 24-
letter tongue-twister 
issumagijoujungnainermik.  

Around 1739, Moravian missionaries 
faced a “lexical gap” when they tried to 
explain forgiveness to an Eskimo Indian 
tribe. Their language didn’t have an 
adequate word for the concept, so the 
missionaries had to create one using 
several existing Eskimo words. The 
result is a mouthful, but it’s a perfect 
expression of the true meaning of 
forgiveness. Issumagijoujungnainermik 
translates as “not being able to think 
about it anymore.” ” 
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Sharing the Life of the Church 

STATS AT-A-GLANCE 

   July        YTD 

Income  

Expenses 

Diff. (+/-) 

$12,675.64 

$14,454.24 

   ($  1,778.60) 

$142,348.84 

$105,548.15 

$  36,800.69 

 Avg. Attendance:   July        YTD 

   8:30       11 

10:30       31 

12 

49 

https://www.facebook.com/fpcpburg/
https://www.facebook.com/fpcpburg/
https://www.fpcpburgwv.org/
https://www.fpcpburgwv.org/
mailto:office@fpcpburgwv.org


SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

September 6, 2020   10:30 a.m. 

Gathering 
 

Prelude Hark! I Hear the Harps Eternal George Martin 

Sharing the Life of the Church 

*Call to Worship   

As one body we have many members,  
each uniquely gifted for a particular purpose. 

We, who are many, are one body in Christ. 

Prophets and poets, thinkers and teachers, artists and advocates,  

consolers and caregivers. 
We, who are many, are one body in Christ. 

With thanksgiving we offer our varied gifts in service to Christ,  
who makes us one. 

Let us worship God together. 

*Prayer of the Day   

God of healing and reconciliation, you free us from our burdens  

and promise us safety and refuge.  
Help us to trust in your power,  

that we may praise you without qualification  

and rejoice in the power of your Son,  
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Confession and Pardon 

Call to Confession 

If we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,  
will forgive our sins, and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

Let us draw near to God as we seek forgiveness. 

Prayer of Confession 
Lord, your generosity surprises us.  

For you do not mete out grace according to how hard we work,  
or how often we worship, or how closely we follow the rules.  

No, you lavish grace upon us according to your own desire.  
But we insist on deciding who is deserving and who is not.  

 



We grumble that some receive too little  

while others have more than they deserve.  

Forgive us, we pray.  
Help us to live with humility and gratitude  

so that our words and deeds might embody your grace. 

(Moments of silent confession)  

Words of Assurance of Pardon 
Who can condemn?  Only Christ, Christ who died for us,  

who rose for us, who reigns at God’s right hand and prays for us.  

Thanks be to God who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ! 
Glory to God! Amen! 

*Hymn What a Friend We Have in Jesus Converse 

What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry Everything to God in prayer! 

O what peace we often forfeit, O what needless pain we bear, 
All because we do not carry Everything to God in prayer! 

Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged: Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Can we find a friend so faithful, Who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our every weakness; Take it to the Lord in prayer! 

*Ritual of Friendship 
May the grace of the risen Lord be with you all. 

And also with you. 

(Please stay at your seat and greet one another with a wave or other sign of friendship.) 

Special Music Great Is Thy Faithfulness arr. Joel Raney 

David and Amy Sinclair - piano and organ duet 

 

Growing 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit,  

that as the Scriptures are read, and your Word proclaimed,  

we may hear what you say to us today. 

Scripture Reading Matthew 18:21-35 
The Word of God for the People of God. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

2. 



Sermon “Throw Away That Calculator!” The Rev. Dr. Patricia Jarvis 

 

Caring 
 

*Offertory Prayer   
May these gifts we bring in gratitude and love for you  

bring light to those who walk in darkness,  
hope to those who live in despair,  

and justice to those who are oppressed.  
Grant to each of us a sense of participation  

in the most important opportunity of all time:  

to share your love with the world.   
To this end we dedicate our offerings and ourselves.  Amen. 

Affirmation of Faith  The Apostles’ Creed (Traditional) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,  

and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;  

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 
he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead;  

he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God  
the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge  

the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion 
of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body;  

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts,  

as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

3. 



Going 
 

*Benediction and Sending Forth 

Postlude Grande Valse Brilliante  Frédéric Chopin  
David Sinclair,  pianist 

4. 



Prayer List – Remember the following in your prayers: 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lectionary Texts for next week – September 13 
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Exodus 14:19-31 
Romans 14:1-12 

Matthew 18:21-35 
Psalm 114 

Adrianne Nelson 
Allen Rodger 
Amy Sinclair 
Stacey Wright 
Susan Williams 
Harriet Litteral 
Mona Coe Kerns 
John B. White  
Wagner family 
Terry Dooley 
Elsie Coleman 
Doris Thornburg 
Sharon O’Dell 
Beth Ferguson 
Patricia Shutler  

Family of Sylvia Garland 
Owen Valentine & Family 
Charlotte Johnson 
Mary Ann Danser 
Dr. Regina Wynne 
Nancy Pillichody 
Sarah Townsend  
Beth Rhodes Wilcox 
Abby Kern Hilerman 
Jim & Liz Sterrick 
Mark & Jan Harris 
Raymond Bradley, Jr. 
Homebound Members 
Troops – World Peace  
Revival in our nation 

Dave Bell 
Debra Burns 
Pat Douglass 
Jody Kanalz 
Billy O’Dell 
Paul Conner 
Susie Casto 
Kate Winter 
Leon Knopp 
Ben Johnson 
April Tibbs 
Ann O’Dell 
Harry Ayre 
Rion Foster 
James Kuhn  

The Covenant of Prayer 

Wyngate Senior Living 
Gladys Watson 



Thoughts of Labor Day 

The Bible affirms the importance of work. Adam was put in the 

garden “to till and keep it.”  

In the fourth commandment we are told to “Remember the sabbath 

day, and keep it holy.” Then we read: “Six days you shall labor and do 

all your work” (Exodus 20:8-9 NRSV).  

Work is important for us. It allows us to use our talent, our minds 

and our strength to create and bring forth the “fruits” of our labor. 

Work satisfies an inner need to make a positive contribution to the 

world. Work helps to bring satisfaction and fulfillment to us as we 

use our lives for good and uplifting purposes. It is a way of exercising 

good stewardship of the personal gifts God has given to us: our brain 

power, our physical strength, our special talents.  

Since we have the privilege of being “workers together with God” it 

seems fitting that we set aside one day a year to think about the 

goodness and dignity of work. Therefore, let us joyfully celebrate 

Labor Day.  

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 

You don’t begrudge the labor when the roses start to bloom;  

You don’t recall the dreary days that won you their perfume;  

You don’t recall a single care  

You spent upon the garden there;  

And all the toil  

Of tilling soil  

Is quite forgot the day the first  

Pink rosebuds into beauty burst.  

      —Edgar A. Guest  

September 6, 2020 - 10:30 a.m. 


