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Sharing the Life of the Church 

“Blessed be the Lord God [who] has 
looked favorably on his people and 
redeemed them” (Luke 1:68, NRSV). We 
gather for worship as the redeemed 
of the Lord. Welcome.    

 
PW Christmas Open House - Come to 
the Harris Room at 10:00 and/or following 
Worship for a special Christmas Coffee 
Hour hosted by Presbyterian Women. 

The Worship Series Angels Among Us: 
#donotbeafraid continues today, and ends 
on December 26.  

In addition, the theme is carried out in a 
Bible study held at 6 p.m.  the next three 
Wednesdays, December 8, 15 and 22. 

Join us in Room 204 downstairs as we 
fellowship over a light meal (bring your 
own) prior to the study. As a special treat, 
Pastor Annie will share her favorite wassail. 

Christmas Outreach Projects 

 Deacons Christmas Flock Tree - 

Purchase gifts for our special Care 
Families. Remove a snowflake from the 
tree and return the specified gifts to the 
basket near the tree. 

 Deacons Christmas cards for Care 

Family members. Leave personalized 
cards at the table in the foyer. You will 
find address lists there, and you may 
mail your cards if you prefer. 

Gifts and cards need to be returned by 
December 13 to insure delivery. 

 Warm & Fuzzy Tree - The Presbyterian 

Women are collecting warm gloves, 

socks, hats and scarves - all sizes - in 
the foyer, to be used at the Christmas 
Dinner as gifts for those who need them. 

 Missions -  Washington County Children 

Services is asking us to support three 
foster children for Christmas. Take a tag 
from the special poster in the foyer and 
purchase the gifts listed. The deadline 
for returning your unwrapped gifts is 
December 15. Please contact Ann 
Leach, 304-428-6256, with questions. 

Christmas Dinner Signups - We are 
looking for volunteers and food donations 
for the annual Christmas Day dinner. 
Check the signup sheet in the foyer and 
add your name to the list if you can help 
in any way. If you have questions you 
may contact the church office, 304-422-
5426; Joe and Debbie Foley, at 
dopplerdeb50@gmail.com or Melanie 
Thompson, at  mel85speech@gmail.com. 

Star Words - On January 2, Epiphany 
Sunday, we will begin our second year 
of observing the tradition of Star Words. 
During 10:30 Worship that day, we would 
like to hear from you if you used your Star 
Word during 2021 to enrich your spiritual 
walk. If you would like to share a brief 
account (3 mins.) of how you used your 
Star Word during 2021, contact Kelly 
Beckett, 304-991-3613, or e-mail her at 
kellylbeckett@gmail.com. 

Liturgist Coordinator - We are in need of 
a volunteer to schedule liturgists for 10:30 
worship services. If you would be interested 
in taking on this task, contact the church 
office, 304-422-5426, for more information. 
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SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

Second Sunday of Advent 

December 5, 2021  10:30 a.m. 

Gathering 
 

Preparation for Worship 

Sharing the Life of the Church 

Prelude Before the Manger arr. R. Wilson 

Lighting of the Advent Candles  Matt and Katie Buchanan Family 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray: 

Holy Living God, Blessed Jesus, Guiding Spirit, 
alight within us your flame of hope this day. 

Grant us openness to hear your message. 
Grant us courage to be your messengers in the world, 

creating more hope in the midst of fear. 

*Hymn O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Veni Emmanuel 

PH - 9; GTG - 88 (vv. 1,6,7)** 

Children’s Message 

Confession and Pardon 

Call to Confession 

Prayer of Confession    

Holy and loving God,  

we confess we are not the people you hope us to be. 

The very ones you favor, we too often ignore or ridicule. 
The ones you knock off their pedestals, we admire and emulate. 

We are so focused on having more and more,  
we risk being sent away empty.  

We have been happy to hear the gospel without truly living it. 

Forgive us, and look with grace upon us. 
Help us to seek to do your will  

and be the ones of peace for our world. 
Heal, restore and bless us. Surround us in your love. 

SILENCE for personal confession … 

*Those who are able, please stand. **PH = Presbyterian Hymnal; GTG = Glory to God 



Words of Assurance and Pardon                    
Listen to the sound of the waters and remember that  

in baptism you have been marked as a beloved child of God.  
The things you have confessed before God, 

and even those things you have no words for at this moment, 
are all being lifted away on the wings of God’s love. 

In the love of Jesus Christ, you are loved forever. 
Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel: 

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
 

Growing 
 

Special Music Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus arr. Lloyd Larson 

 Teresa Henson, Debbie Jett - vocal duet 

Prayer for Illumination  
Gracious God, by the gift of your Holy Spirit  

lead us out of our fears and into the knowledge of your love. 
Speak to us by your Word in these Advent days, 

and walk with us until the day of your coming; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

First Gospel Reading Luke 1:26-38 p. 725 

Second Gospel Reading Luke 1:39-56 p. 725 

The gospel of the Lord 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Sermon “Nothing Is Impossible” #morepeace Rev. Annie McMillan 

Confession of Faith  The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty,  
Maker of heaven and earth, 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried;  
he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand  
of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come 
to judge the quick and the dead.\ 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   Amen. 
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Caring 
 

Offering  

*The Doxology 
   Hymn 592 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow Old Hundredth 

Prayer of  Dedication 

Prayers of the People 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
The Invitation 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Blessed are you, Creator of heaven and earth... 

And so we proclaim this ancient song with all of the saints and angels: 
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You sent your Son, Jesus... 

…we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

Touch us, O Spirit, with your transforming power... 

Make us one in your Son Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray: 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts,  as we forgive our debtors;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread and the Communion of the People 

Prayer after Communion 

 

Going 
 

*Hymn It Came Upon the Midnight Clear Carol 

PH - 38; GTG - 123 (vv. 1,2,4,5)** 

*Benediction and Sending Forth 

The Postlude Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 
 with Joy of Man’s Desiring arr. Anna Page 

 

 
 

Participants in Worship 

Liturgist - Morgan James 

Sound Technician - Matt Buchanan 
 

 
 

 

 

Next Sunday, December 12, we continue our worship series, 
Angels Among Us #donotbeafraid. 

Next week’s theme will be “Do Not Be Afraid” #morejoy 

and our scriptures will include Matthew 1:18-25. 

*Those who are able, please stand. **PH = Presbyterian Hymnal; GTG = Glory to God 
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This Week at FPC 

Today, December 5      2nd Sunday of Advent / Communion 

  8:30 a.m. Service of Morning Prayer - Chapel 
10:00 a.m. PW Christmas Open House - Harris Room 
10:30 a.m. Service for the Lord’s Day - Sanctuary 
 PW Christmas Open House - Harris Room 

Monday, December 6 
  6:00 p.m. Board of Deacons - Room 204 
  7:00 p.m. KOM Knitters Guild - Harris Room 

Tuesday, December 7 
7:00 p.m. Facilities Management - Room 204   
7:30 p.m. Cub Scouts Round Table - Rooms 123 & 124 

Wednesday, December 8 
  6:00 p.m. Advent Bible Study - Room 204 
  7:00 p.m. Small Vocal Group Rehearsal - Sanctuary 

Thursday, December 9 
  6:30 p.m. Small Bell Group rehearsal - Sanctuary 
  7:15 p.m. Boy Scout Troop meeting - Scout House 

Sunday, December 12      3rd Sunday of Advent
  8:30 a.m. Service of Morning Prayer - Chapel 
10:00 a.m. Coffee Hour - Harris Room 
10:30 a.m. Service for the Lord’s Day - Sanctuary 

Prayer List – Remember the following in your prayers: 

Yvonne White 
Denise Fragale 
Carrie Schafer 
Nelson Douglass 
Dode Thornburg 
Nancy Pillichody 
Stacey Wright 
Missy Hickman 

Rev. Patricia Jarvis 
Tom & Linda Buchanan 
Jim & Liz Sterrick 
Mary Anne Danser 
Homebound Members 
Troops – World Peace  
Those left in Afghanistan  

Mike Lewis 
Bob Dunn 
Mike Kirsch 
Lucy Finley 
Tim McFee 
John B. White 
Bill Niday 
Debra Burns 



Dec. 5, 2021 - 10:30 a.m. 

The example of Mary 

“We must look to Mary’s 

example to know how to deal 

with the glorious impossibilities 
of God,” writes Calvin Miller in 
The Christ of Christmas. “Look 

how she turned the world 
upside down by making one 

simple statement.” 

Jesus surely could have come to 

earth without Mary’s aid. But 
God seems to prefer partnering 

with people to accomplish 
miracles such as salvation and 
healing. So God chooses Mary to 

carry the Savior. Later, Jesus 
often declares people’s own 

faith crucial to their healing. 
And today, God works justice 

through us, not apart from us. 

God doesn’t force us into collaboration. Yet, notes Miller, “God needs 

only a little of our agreement in order to work mighty wonders.” Like 
Mary’s humble assent: “I am the Lord’s servant. … May your word to 

me be fulfilled” (Luke 1:38, NIV). And like yours — for whatever 

partnership God invites you into. God will do the heavy lifting, for 
certain, but he hopes you’ll say yes. 


